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happens Indian village problems are caused largely by a
contradiction in ethical creeds. To solve them we must
adapt either the modern world to Hinduism or Hinduism to
the modern world. In this direction I believe much could
be done through the village headmen. These are a trusted
race who have been given great powers in village life because
of their influence over their fellow countrymen. If the Indian
villager is to deal with a materialistic environment he must
have guidance. The Government tried to give him guidance
in the form of co/operative banks. He regarded them as
a Brahmanistic providence rather than as business institux
tions. Thus when the banks demanded a return of loans he
was horrified So horrified was he that he went back to
the Indian moneylender. The Indian moneylender had the
decency to charge him a higher interest and a lower rate of
return. Besides, the moneylender was a man, a human
being. This Government bank was only a building with an
unaccommodating creature behind the counter. You could
reason with a man, you could tell him that your crops were
bad or that your wife had had the measles. The Government
bank cared not a chew of betel either about your bad crops
or your measled wife. All it cared about was that the villager
owed it money and that that money had to be paid.
The villager is a simple soul. He does not understand
business; his ideas on the source and uses of money are, when
they exist, novel in the extreme. A system Is about as much
good to him as an abstract noun to a hungry bullock. He
needs the human touch; every village needs a father. Work
on the land under an Indian sun breaks a man's physique;
it makes him weary and spent. At the day's end he craves
rest, an untroubled, log/like rest. All over India the culti^
vator suffers from the same bodily weariness. The fierce sun
and unfriendly earth: with these he wresdes from sunrise to
sundown. Is it human to expect him to master the details
of a stupid perfection in finance 2 Rest, comfort and a soothing
friend; the crooning song and the simple evening meal. Such
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